Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time September 20, 2015

"

The Shrine

"

St. Odilo Parish

National Shrine of the Poor Souls
St. Odilo Church is the only parish in the United States dedicated to the Souls in Purgatory.
It was founded and sanctioned as the Shrine of the Poor Souls
by His Eminence, George Cardinal Mundelein, in 1928,
with a special indulgence of 200 days granted upon each visit to the shrine.

Rectory: 2244 East Avenue, Berwyn, IL 60402
School: 2301 S. Clarence, Berwyn, IL 60402
Convent: 2319 S. Clarence, Berwyn, IL 60402
CCD Office: 2301 S. Clarence, Berwyn, IL 60402
Web Address: www.saintodilo.org
Fax:
Pastor:
Rev. Anthony Brankin
Associate Pastor:
Rev. Armand Ramirez Ruiz
Priests:
Rev. Msgr. Richard Saudis
Rev. Robert Coleman

Deacon:
Mr. Alfonso Salgado
School Principal:
Mr. William Donegan
School Secretary:
Ms. Laura Canaveral
CCD Coordinator:
Mrs. Idalia Gonzalez

Mass Schedule:
Monday thru Friday: 6:30 and 8AM
Saturday: 8:00AM, 4PM
Sunday: 7AM (Sp.), 8:00 (Eng.), 9:30 (Latin) &
11AM (Eng.) & 12:30PM (Sp.)
Holy Days: 6:30PM (Eng.) the previous evening; 6:30,
8:10AM, 12:00 Noon and 6:30PM (Sp.)
Church is open: Weekdays from 6AM - 4PM
Confessions: Saturday 11:15AM - 12Noon & by
appointment.
Rectory Office hours: Monday thru Friday: 9AM -9PM
Saturday 9AM-6PM Sunday 9AM-3PM

(708) 484-2161
(708) 484-0755
(708) 680-0909
(708) 484-5321
(708) 788-0565
Music Director:
Mr. Paul Rau
Parish Bookkeeper:
Mrs. Beth Ritzenthaler
Secretary:
Mrs. Gail Kunce

All Sacraments and ceremonies are available in
Italian, Latin, Spanish & of course English.
Baptisms: Every Saturday at 10:30AM & Sunday at
1:30PM. Parents are required to register for baptism
with a priest. Parents should be registered parishioners.
Please call to make an appointment.
Marriages: Arrangements should be made at least six
months in advance with a parish priest. Please call the
rectory to make an appointment.
Visits to the Sick: Please inform the rectory for
hospital or homebound visits.
Quinceaneras: Cotillion Masses are available for our
girls who have been confirmed-please call.

Ramblings - Fr. Brankin
One of the things we learned in the seminary as a point of moral theology is that charity is not binding. That does not
mean that we do not need charity—or the virtue of charity—or the love of God in our souls—or the love of neighbor in
our deeds to be saved. We do. Charity is the means of our Salvation. That is pretty binding and important.
However we were given to understand that in this or that particular situation—a person may act charitably, but he or she
is not obliged to act charitably—at least in a particular instance. (That does not mean we can act uncharitably. It only
means that we are not obliged to do this or that particular good deed, as long as the omission of that good deed does not
cause harm.)
Actually, when you think about it—it makes a lot of sense at least if we understand that while charity may not be
binding, justice is binding. In other words—if we owe something to someone—perhaps money—maybe a debt—perhaps
the fulfillment of a promise—justice demands that we fulfill that obligation. And not to fulfill it—is a sin. It is a sin
against justice—it is a sin against the person to whom we owe something.
This is most obvious when we talk about violations of the Seventh commandment that forbids us to steal—or cheat or
defraud or destroy.
But sins against justice can happen in many ways and against other commandments.
Perhaps a sin against justice would involve the Fifth commandment. For example a baby is born to a mother and father.
In justice they owe that child (whom they brought into the world) care and nurture and a good upbringing.
A mother cannot hand her child off to strangers and say “Here you take care of him.” She owes that child life and love
and care. No exceptions. She owes it in justice to that baby whom she conceived and brought into the world. To withhold a mother’s care intentionally would thus violate the Fifth commandment.
A father cannot just up and leave and tell the mother “It’s yours. I have my life to live.” Oh no. In justice he owes the
mother and child support and help and his very presence and protection. He owes his family his being a man. In justice
he owes them his life. Not to care for his family is a violation of the Fifth commandment.
Perhaps a sin against justice could involve even the First commandment where we owe the Creator our worship and
adoration and prayer. In justice—we are bound to offer our obedience and ourselves to the One who created us. We
owe Him everything. Sins against the First Commandment—like the sin of superstition—in the use of Ouija boards—
séances—fortune telling—psychics—are sins against justice because they give honor to fallen angels instead of the
Creator—to whom we owe our adoration. This is a matter of justice.
We can also offend against justice when we violate the Sixth commandment which bids us to respect and reverence the
way God has made us—male and female—to be united to each other in a special bond for life and for the purpose of
having children. As Our Lord tells us
It is for this reason a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife—and the two of them become one. Thus let
no man separate what God has joined.
So it is clear that God has established the sexual order. To go outside of those boundaries is to refuse God’s will for
maleness and femaleness. In justice we owe God and other people a proper use of our bodies. We are—in justice—
bound to be pure.
I could go on and on. But you see the point. Justice is binding. If God says that this is what we must do and how we must
do it—that is the proper order in our lives and in the universe—that is a condition of justice. And to offend against this
order is a sin against justice.
So how is it that charity may not be binding? Again, this does not mean that we can omit good deeds—acts of love or
love of God and neighbor. This is the first thing God wants us to do. He wants us to be charitable and loving. That is
what all this talk about mercy is—an appeal to be kind and to do kind things. We must be merciful as God is merciful.

God wants us to love—to be full of charity—the two Great commandments are that we must love God above all
things—and the second—is that we must love our neighbor as we love ourselves. On these two commandments—all the
law is based.
You cannot get around it.
However—it is the individual, practical applications of this love of neighbor that are not binding—precisely because—
in a concrete situation—if I am forced to love—if I am constrained to do a kind deed, if I am directed under pain of sin
to be charitable—then ironically—I am not being charitable. I am simply obeying. (This, of course, implies that no evil
directly results from my omission of a kind deed.)
Charity is a free act of the free will—by which—out of my mind and heart—without external coercion—I choose to do
good for another person. If I am forced to do good in this or that instance—where is there virtue in that? How is that
love? How is that to my credit? I had to do it. If I did not do it—it would be a sin.
If I should give five or ten or twenty dollars to one of the parish beggars who comes to the door and asks for it—if I give
that money to him because it would be a sin not to give him—how is that a free act of love? He might as well have a gun
to my head—only this time I am just trying to avoid sin.
So! Charity—in order to be a freely chosen act of love—cannot be binding under pain of sin. We must be able – at least
in individual circumstances be able to refuse to do charity—or it is not charity.
Just because someone says they need our help we do not have to help. It might be a scam or a tissue of lies or a
campaign of misdirection. We need to discern these things—we cannot go off willy-nilly giving everyone everything
they ask for.
And of course so many of these sharpies—the big charitable institutions, religious charlatans—even religious fanatics
know exactly how we can be manipulated. That is why they so often appeal to our Christian sensitivities to make us
guilty. We hear all the time from scammers and atheists and frauds who want to bend us to their will about how this or
that is the “Christian thing to do.” How dare they!
I think in particular right now of the hundreds of thousands—soon to be millions of so-called refugees who are pouring
into Europe—just marching right in. It is called the “hijra”—which is the Muslim word for when a whole Muslim population just simply walks in to replace a Christian population. They did it in the Seventh Century and took Jerusalem and
the Near East from the Christians. They did it in Fifteenth Century when they conquered Constantinople (Istanbul).
They just move right in and replace the now-terrorized inhabitants of the land they desire. If it includes military might—
so be it.
Make no mistake about it—this, they believe, is their destiny—and the ultimate prize, the Final Hijra, this time, is Rome.
As Muslims, they know enough about us to appeal to our Christianity and our desire to help those in need.
“You have to take us in. You are Christians. You have to be merciful to us.”
But just because they say they are in dire need—that does not mean they are. That does not mean that we have to
respond the way they want us to.
Take a look at the newsreels. Surely you will see the occasional family and mother and children. But you also notice that
the vast majority of these hundreds of thousands of refugees are strong young men in nice sports clothes taking selfies—
shouting and screaming and throwing rocks and slapping each other on the back. They are having a great time as they
invade Europe.
Now the Hungarians and the Poles and the Czechs—who have suffered for a thousand years at the hands of Turkish
Muslim—even the bishops and politicians—know that this horde pouring in to Europe simply wants to come to
Christian Europe to dominate and recreate their Muslim culture here.

The Eastern Christian Europeans have no desire—nor do they feel any obligation—to surrender their country and their
Christian culture to the marching millions. They know that if they let the Muslims in—then they put their faith and
culture and families in jeopardy. To deny Muslims entry is a matter of justice—to their own people. The Hungarians do
not owe Muslims this charity—because it is a false charity and sins against justice.
Of course all the masons and atheists who run western Europe—and who haven’t seen the inside of a church since
Vatican II—condemn the Eastern Europeans for their so-called lack of Christian charity.
I am sorry. Charity in this case is not binding—because coercion and lies and allowing ourselves to be manipulated by
sharpies and Masons and Muslims is not charity.
And woe to those Western European leaders of Germany, Belgium, Sweden who are going to destroy what remains of
the old Christian order just to get more cheap workers into Germany and Sweden. And why would they feel they have
to do this? Because the Europeans don’t have children anymore. They need somebody to do the work. So in order to
maintain their standard of living—they risk destroying whatever is left of their Christian culture and they welcome the
Islamic hordes from Turkey all in the name of “charity.”
(Every parish in western Europe has been asked to house a Muslim family—for how long and under what conditions we
could ask. And how might a Christian family respond if a young single Muslim man shows up at our door and tells us
his wife is coming next week. Are those Catholics in Europe obliged in charity and under pain of sin to take him in? And
they do not even know him?)
So we can see how justice is binding—but charity is not—insofar as we are discussing individual acts of charity. We
cannot be forced—either out of guilt or out of a false sense of compassion to doubtful acts of love. Otherwise it is not
love.
We need to be careful that our acts of charity—should we choose to perform them—will not harm others—including our
families—or our countries or cultures—or our Christian brothers and sisters. In justice and under pain of sin we owe our
families and our neighbors their safety and the unhindered living of their Christian faith.
We need to pray for Europe. (that’s an act of charity) I don’t think they have much time left. So many of them—
including their clerics and prelates have lost the faith—and now it seems they will be replaced by another population that
is much more serious about its beliefs than the Europeans have been in a long time.
May they wake up—and may they will realize that charity is not as binding as justice is. And may they understand that
in order to save whatever Christianity they have left—they may have to exercise a lot more justice and a little less
(false) charity.

Aquinas Literacy Center
Needs Volunteers

Next weekend the second collection will be
for the seminaries of the Archdiocese of
Chicago. We will have a guest speaker.
Envelopes are available at all church exits.

Aquinas Literacy Center has positively impacted the
McKinley Park community since 1996, by offering
one-on-one tutoring in English as a Second Language
to the adult immigrant population of McKinley Park
and the surrounding communities. To support our
mission, we rely on volunteer tutors who commit 90
minutes of instruction time to learners on a weekly
basis.

Introductory Session
Thursday, October 1st
7PM in the Pine Room of the Rectory
Continues for 8 weeks on Thursdays

$20.00 for cost of materials
Bible Study Sign up
Saturday, September 19th & 26th
Sunday, September 20th & 27th
Before and After all Masses

Rectory 708-484-2161

Hear the Call of SPRED!
“Life is the gift that our Lord gave us. Our gift to the Lord will be what we do with our life.”
What can you do to accomplish the mission that our Lord sends us out to do at the end of every Mass?
St. Odilo SPRED program needs you! We have six special needs friends waiting to re-start SPRED.
What is SPRED? It is a group of volunteers who are developing their faith with the developmentally
disabled, forming small Faith communities.

Join us
Thursday, September 24, at 7:00 pm in the Parish Hall of St. Odilo
~REFRESMENTS WILL BE SERVED~
Contact the SPRED representative of St. Odilo Aydee Lozada (708) 287-7347
To learn more about the SPRED program visit: spred-chicago.org
***********************************************************************************

¡Escucha el Grito de SPRED!
“El regalo que nos dio nuestro Señor es la vida. Nuestro regalo al Señor será lo que hacemos con esa vida.”
Que puedes hacer para cumplir la misión, la cual nuestro Señor nos envía cada vez que terminamos de
escuchar la misa? El programa de SPRED en San Odilo te espera! Tenemos seis personas con discapacidades
esperando que SPRED vuelva a comenzar.
SPRED es un grupo de voluntarios desarrollando su fe con personas mentalmente discapacitadas,
formando una comunidad de fe.
Acompáñenos el
día Jueves, 24 de Septiembre del 2015 A las 7:00 p.m. en sótano de la escuela de San Odilo
~Habrá Refrescos~
Para comunicarse con el Representante de SPRED de San. Odilo Aydee Lozada (708) 287-7347 Para conocer
más del programa de SPRED visite: spred- chicago.org

Eucharistic Adoration

Adoración Eucarística

The Adoration Chapel is open daily.

La Adoración Eucarística comenzara hoy
después de la Misa de 7am de la mañana.

Monday-Friday 6am-6pm
Saturday 7am-5pm
Sunday 6am-3pm
We still are in need of some
volunteers. The sign up book is in the chapel.

Lunes-Viernes 6am - 6pm
Sábado 7am-5pm
Domingo 6am-3pm
Aun necesitamos voluntarios.
El libro para apuntarse esta en la capilla.

SICK RELATIVES & FRIENDS
Please remember the sick - Regina Szatkowski, Josephine Sprovieri,
Michael Termini, Ernest Karamas, Charlie Turek, George Kasper,
Alice Kowalski, Henry Kereluk, Marge Shatas, Sr. Johanna Trisoliere,
Ramon Marentes, Frank Stepnowski, Jody Stepnowski, Diane Reilly,
Richard Wenc, Carolyn Johnson, William Stepanek, Karen Lewis,
Joseph Kirchoff, our Veterans, Patricia Mars, Barbara Defina, Ralph
Cannataro, Mike Kadrowicz, George Fuoco, Eddie Shishkoff, Mark
Hruska, Baby Carmody, Frances Rapacz, Maurice Ford, Lucille
Chlapecka, Milly Kosinar, Patricia Stalzer, Marty Oborski, Jerry
Kolman, Shirley Klein, Anita Sanchez, Karen Halter, L. R. Hammond,
Frank Munoz, Joanne Wilson, Fr. Fred Tomcik, Deacon Marvin &
Peggy Kocar, Nathan Kucera, Steve & Kathy Birkenmeyer, Jack
Burdsall, Sophia Hanson, Norma Kmet, Phil, Gussie Allen, Marin
Salvino, Patricia Niwa.

OUR WEEKLY OFFERING
September 13, 2015
Last Year

$9,477.58
$10,203.46
Thank you!
Fr. Brankin

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
MONDAY…
4PM-CCD (SCH)
6:30-Legion of Mary (PR)
TUESDAY…
3PM-Jr. High Choir (SCH)
6:30-Little Flowers (PH)
7PM-Pastoral Migration (PR)
WEDNESDAY…
3PM-Handbells (CH)
4PM-CCD (SCH)
6PM-ESL Beginners (PH)
7PM-Choir Practice (PR)
7PM-Spanish Lectors (PrR)
7:30-ESL Intermediate (PH)
THURSDAY…
3PM-Children’s Choir (SCH)
6PM-Market Day (PH)
6:30-Arts & Crafts (SR)
7PM-Armory of Christ (CB)
7PM-Bible Study (PR)
7PM-Spred (PH)
FRIDAY…
6PM-Mexican Folklorio Dance Instruction (PH)
6:30-Pequeno Rebanos (CB)
7PM-Spanish Faith Formation (PR)
SATURDAY...
10AM-Mexican Folklorio Dance Instruction (PH)

Gr oup Contact Infor mati on
Ar mor y of Christ-708-681-6879
Guadal upanos-708-484-2161 Legion of Mar y -708-623-9280
Knights of Columbus-708-204-3761
Blue Ar my of Our Lady of Fati ma -708-484-1204
Little Fl owers-469-487-9806 or limpauline6@g ma il.co m
Market Day-708-484-0755 ES L-708-287-7347
Spre d-708-287-7347 Us hers-708-788-8136

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21-SAINT MATTHEW, APOSTLE
AND EVANGELIST
6:30AM-Souls in Purgatory
8:10AM-Lucille Klingelschmitt Kwak (Sister in law, Milly)
6:30-Sacrament Class (CH)
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22-WEEKDAY
6:30AM-Perczella Polhamer (Family)
8:10AM-Edward Vergara (Family)
-Henry Kosinar (Family)
-Steve Balazic (Mary Tobar)
-Adolph & Antoinette Mondeika & Stephen Kutz
(Terry Rizzo)
-Joseph O’Sullivan (Paula & Don Driessen)
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23-SAINT PADRE PIO, PRIEST
6:30AM-Souls in Purgatory
8:10AM-Donna Klingelschmitt (Sister, Milly)
3PM-Divine Mercy (CH)
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24-WEEKDAY
6:30AM-Bob Martinotti (Kathy Martinotti)
8:10AM-Intentions of Elodia (Gutierrez Family)
-Irene Rybicki (Loving Son)
-Sara Suchy (Arelano Family)
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25-WEEKDAY
6:30AM-Steve Balazic (Mary Tobar)
8:10AM-John & Rose Golden (Jack & Roz Mozis)
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26-SAINTS COSMAS AND
DAMIAN, MARTYRS
8AM-Zolton Torak (Joan Stockhausen)
12PM-Memorial Mass
2PM-Memorial Mass
4PM-Edward Hlava (Wife)
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27-TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
7AM-Souls in Purgatory
8AM-Francesco & Josephine Gaudio (Gaudio Family)
9:30-Guglielmo Monaco (Nobers Family)
11AM-John & Eleanore Kocourek (Family)
12:30-Miguel Monsivaes (Esopasay Family)

SCHEDULE FOR NEXT WEEK
September
26 & 27

Eucharistic
Minister

Lector

Altar Servers

4PM

N. Banda
A. Kowalski
J. Stockhausen

J. Jansen

B. Banda
S. Rollins

7AM
(Esp.)

E. Mendoza
R. Marin
O. Pereda

A. Sambolin

A. Rivera
R. Navarette
A. Gamboa

8AM

D. Oborski
B. Ouska
S. Sandoval

L. Thill

H. Garcia
S. Garcia

9:30AM

M. Morrall
W. Morrall

11AM

P. Tammen
D. Wodarczyk
T. Zielinski

12:30PM
(Esp.)

L. Gonzalez
V. Chavez
G. Ortega
A. Mendez

G. Pater

V. Hernandez
C. Hernandez
J. Diaz
J. Diaz
N. Rodriguez
A. Mendoza

Servers for week of September 21 - 26: P. Gleeson, C. Gleeson, A. Gamboa

