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KIDS GET NICE FOR HOLIDAY SEASON

by Vicente Sanchez and Dean Piemonte, 7th

Every time Christmas

comes around kids start to behave
so they could get what they want
for Christmas. They do the chores
and act like angels. It's pretty
funny to see what they will do to
get their toys or game systems.
However, there are other kinds of
children who arekind all year and
when Christmas comes they don't
aways get everything they asked
for but they are still thankful.

Father Andy’s Christmas Preparations
by Vanessa Robledo and Tiffany Barrientos, 7th

According to Father Andy,
Christmas is his favorite holiday to
celebrate. Helovesto decorate with
lights, and everyday that we get closer to
Christmas he says that he writes a list of
all thethingsthat heisgrateful for.
Starting with the beginning of advent he
always says a night prayer. Then he adds

Santa’s Secret Shop
by J.P. Pelikan, Ulrich Molina,
Michelle Perez & Moira Bonadonna, 6th

Santa’'s Secret Shop was what all children
had been waiting for. Santa’'s Secret shop, a
place where children experience shopping
for their family members, teachers, or
even their friends! It is a also a cool shop,
because in the store they have toys and
other fun games for children of all ages.
Santa’'s Secret Shop offered items such as
pens with mom or dad engraved on them.
It also included a lot of bears or necklaces
for your loved ones. The students were
given three days to go to the second floor
to shop.

This is a yearly thing for school and most
kids have been waiting for it for a long
time.

A good thing for Santa’s Secret Shop is
they have envelope/charts for you to take
so you can keep aware of how much you
can spend and have enough money to buy.
For the little children they had volunteers
and eighth graders to help the children
spend their money wisely in buying things
for their relatives or friends.

Santa's Secret Work Shop is for everyone
of all ages. Little kids are not allowed to
shop at regular stores by themselves, so
Santa’'s Shop is a great place to shop. |
hope that everyone has had a very happy
time shopping at Santa’s Secret Shop!
Don’'t forget to have a very very Merry
Christmas!
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Is Frightful

But The Fire Is So Delightful

for the students, by the students since 1999
Christmas Issue December 19, 2006

That is how all kids should act all year
round, not spoiled and greedy but good
and kind. Some kids may think that Santa
Clausis not real but they are good
anyway. That is how all kids should act.
Some kids ask for very expensive presents
but they don’t realize that they already
have something wonderful at home which
istheir family. Christmasis about being
with your family and not having the
coolest stuff. Thisiswhat Christmasis all 4

about.
Tickle Me Elmo VS
Cabbage Patch Kids

JoeBolen and Ivan Cerrillo, 6th

one more thing to hislist every
night. Healso likesto go
around for adrive. He says he

The Tickle Me EImo came out on
February 10, 1996. But that's not not all folks.
Tickle Me Elmo is more popular than the Cabbage

spends his Christmas very Patch Kids now a days according to a ToysR’ US
joyful and happy, because he advertisement. On alate September morning this

likesto remember when Jesus  year , Besty Smith rolled out of bed with amission
was born. : to buy EImo, the hottest toy this holiday season.

The price rose when Tickle Me EImo came out in
stores all over the world . Everyone bought it.
Elmo sold like crazy.

Elmo has been afun character on Sesame Street for
many years with his friends, the cookie monster,
Big Bird, and Oscar the Grouch and even Bert and
Ernie. Tickle me Elmo isabout $25.00 plus
shipping and handling .

by Ashley Stowell , Jocey Garcia, Emilio Luera,

Charities at Christmas
by Marcelo Castillo, 6th

Have you ever thought of those poor
people who might have some trouble
thinking and have trouble learning?

This Christmas why don't you help And what about those people who are

someone in need by donating some
toys or presents. There are alot of
charities in the Chicagoland area.
Here are some charities you can help
this Christmas:

or can't even walk at all? Don't you

Then donate to the Arc. They can help
those people who have disabilities and
trouble thinking. Donate to the Ark
Do you want to help homeless today!
animals? Then donate some money in
the help a pet charity. All the money
you donate can help afurry friend in

need of you.

those are only somein the
Chicagoland area so please donate to

one of these charities today!

handicapped and have trouble walking

wonder what you can do to help them?

There'salot of charities to donate and

How to Decorate at

Christmas by Leah Banda, Deana
Canaveral, Miguel Cornier, LeeWalby,
Hugo Gutierrez & Liandro Romo, 7th

indoors or outdoors. Some other
Christmas decorations are ornaments
for your Christmas tree and Christmas

home-made decorations for Christmas
are your kids and/or your younger
siblings home-made ornaments.
Home-made wreaths are also a

good Christmas decoration.

If you're having trouble deciding on
Christmas decorations, here’s our advice.
Some of the most popular decorations for
Christmas are snowmen, Santa Claus,
snow, reindeer, Christmas trees, wreaths,
mistletoe, candy canes, stockings, and
assortments in the colors red, green, and
white/gold. These decorations can be used
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flowers such as pointsettas. Some good
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HISTORY AND MOVIE PAGE

History of ChristmasMusic

by Victor Perez, Rosario Lunaand
Arnold Martinez, 7th

There are many popular
Christmas Carols and each song has a
history. Some songs go back to the
Middle Ages, while the history of
Christmas Carols such as “Good King
Wenceslas” are more recent and were
composed in the 19th century. Songs like
Noel help to bring people together in
harmony on the occasion of Christmas.
Famous Western classical compositions
for church choirs, such as Handel’s
Messiah are also traditionally performed
around Christmas. However as times
change popular songs such as ‘Jingle Bells
or ‘White Christmas' are also considered
as Christmas Carols and are sung with
great gusto around Christmas time.

History of the Candy Cane
by L ee Walby and Miguel Cornier, 7th

The candy cane was made in 1670, it was a
sugar stick bent in the shape of a shepherds
crook in honor of an occasion at a
ceremony. The red part of the candy cane
represents the blood of Jesus Christ. The
white represents cleanness. Whenever we
sin, we leave ourselves dirty, and the white
represents the cleanness of Jesus. The
regular candy cane has three stripes to
remind us of the soldiers' stripes by which
we are healed and the larger stripe which
stands for the Blood shed by Jesus on
Calvary’s tree. Other people think that the
three stripes of the candy cane honor the
holy Trinity and remind us of the one true
God. Around Christmas, children enjoy the
taste of them. Children also like decorating
their Christmas Tree with them. If you
turn the candy cane upside down it turns
into a J for Jesus. If you turn the candy
cane up right it stands for a shepherd’s
cane because they were the first to see him.
The candy cane is flavored peppermint.

It'saWonderful Life
by Ashley Stowell, Jocey Garcia, Joe
Bolen, Ivan Cerrillo & Emilio Luera,6th

It'saWonderful Lifecameoutin
the year of 1946. Thistouching film all
started when a man named Frank Capra
had what you might call aAmerican
dream. Frank Capra believed muchin
what he did. Mr. Capra had a breakdown
after acommercial success. Frank Capra
regarded thisfilm as his own personal
favorite it was also James Stewarts
favoriteof all hisfeaturefilm .

It was actually a box office flop at the
time of itsrelease and only became the
Christmas movie classic in the 1970's due
to repeated television showing at
Christmas when its copyright protection
dlipped and fell into public domainin
1974. Everybody wanted to buy the
movie.

by Alyssa Lunn and
Daniel Kozlowski, 6th

Does everyone know who the cast
members of the movie“EIf” are? The
Director is Jon Favreau. He was the
writer and he was one of the actors . The
actor Buddy is Will Ferrell and the guy
who plays Santais Ed Asner and there
isalot morebut | can't nameall of them
.The movie EIf is about this EIf named
Buddy and Santa found himin his bag but
the weird thing is that he was not really
an Elf. Heisanormal person and heis
tall but thought he was a elf. The main
thing about the movie the “EIf” is that
thisfake elf wanted to be areal one but
he's not and thats what the movie is all
about.

A ChristmasStory
by Ricardo Delgadillo &
ElenaCerino, 6th

A Christmas Story is a 1983 film based on
the short stories of author Jean Shepherd.
Thefilm relates the tale of Ralphie Parker,
who wants a Red Ryder BB Gun for
Christmas. Over the course of the film,
Ralphie hides a Red Ryder advertisement
in his mother's magazine, fibs about the
spotting of aanimal in the neighborhood,
blurts his desire outright,writes atheme on
the subject, and asks an impatient Santa
just as the department store closes. Peter
Billingsley played as Ralphie Parker -
Producer received Emmy Award
Nomintion. Melinda Dillon played as
Mrs. Parker -was nominated for
Broadway's 1963 Tony Award as best
supporting actress Divorced. Darren
McGaven played as The old Man, Mr.
Parker — Actor/ Member of the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences
Passed away Feb. 25 2006. |an Petrella
played as Randy Parker — Starred in
Beverly Hills 90210 Different Strokes, A
Christmas Story. Scottie Schwartz played
as Flick, Tongue got Stuck- Manager for
adult filmswhere abig hit.

History of Rudolph the Red

Nosed Reindeer by Deana
Canavera and Leah Banda, 7th

The original “Rudolph” was first
written by Robert L. May. Of course, this
was supposed to be a children’s story for
Christmas time. However, over the years,
this story became popular for all ages.
This story was connected with a song that
describes all of the other reindeer of
Santa’'s. In the song, no one liked Rudolph
because he was different from al of the
others. His nose was red and bright. Then
on one Christmas Eve night it was foggy
and Santa couldn’t make it to al of the
houses with this fog. So he asked Rudolph
to guide him, his sleigh, and the rest of the
reindeer with his shiny and bright red nose.

This song has become very famous over
the years. In fact, it has become one of
the most famous Christmas songs. This
has also been made into books and movies.
They are even making sequels to this

wonderful children’s song.

1966 How the Grinch Sole
Christmas Cast Members
by Aimee Bueno and James Healy, 5th

Boris Karloff and June Foray. First Boris
Karloff was born on November 23, 1887 in
Camberwell, London, England. Boris
Karloff narrated and did the voice of the
Grinch. At first Boris wanted to be a farmer
when he was in Canada. He didn’t like it so
he decided to do acting. He did a little bit
of silent films. Then one day his director
went to talk to him if he wanted to be the
monster in the movie Frankenstein. Boris
said yes. After the movie Boris became
famous. He was in more movies like The
Dumb Girl of Portici in1916,0mar the
Tentmaker in 1922, Perilis of the Wild in
1925, and Tarzan and the Golden Lion in
1927.The last movie he starred in was
Targets in 1968. Boris then died on
February 21, 1969 at 82 years old of
Pneumonia and Emphysema. He was buried
at Guildford,Crematorium,England in the
Garden of Remembrance.

The next cast member was June Foray. She
was born on September 18,1917 in
Springfield, Massachusetts. She did the
voice of Cindy Lou in the movie with
Boris Karloff. June Foray’s voice was first
in public in a local radio drama when she
was 12 years old. At 17 years old she
moved to Los Angeles and became a
popular voice actress on radio. In 1940 she
did film work but she did mostly voices for
cartoons. She played Lucifer the cat in
Cinderella,she did a lot of voices in Woody
Woodpecker, she played every girl and
Rocky on the show Rocky and Bullwinkle,
and as grandmother Fa in Mulan. June
foray is still doing voices of characters in
movies and cartoons.

Frosty the Snowman
by Liandro Romo & Hugo Gutierrez, 7th

“Frosty the Snowman” was
originated as a child's song for Christmas.
It was written by Steve “Jack” Rollins.
Over the years, it has been made into
books, movies, and T.V shows. This song
became very well known at Christmas time.

Then, in 1969, the Rankin-Bass company
made a thirty minute show about Frosty
the Snowman for the little children.
Children al over the world love the show
because it has a very nice Christmas
meaning.

History of S. Nick
by David Hobbs and KarlaAvila, 5th

Saint Nick known as Santa

Clausisvery old. He was born a
thousand years ago in Turkey. Before he
became Santa Claus he was ayoung
priest. When he was a priest he gave a
gift of gold coinsto three very poor girls.
The father saw St. Nick do thisand St.
Nick was embarrassed. He told the father

not to tell anyone. But after a while the
father told everyone. The spirit of giving
at Christmas has a very long history.
People view St. Nick in many different
ways. |n England they call him Father
Christmas, while the French call him
Pere Noel. In Switzerland they call him
Samichlaus and the Dutch call him
Sinterklaas. Hungarian children call him
Mikulas and others call him Saint
Nicholas.



cardboard pattern
preztels
cookiefrosting
M&M’s

red hots

WHAT YOU DO:

1 Cream the butter and sugar until they are
fluffy. Add the lemon zest and eggs. Mix
the flour, baking powder, cinnamon,
nutmeg and cardamom and stir into the
butter mixture with the aimonds. Add
enough milk to make the dough malleable;
turn out onto a counter and knead until
smooth. Chill well. Roll out on a floured
counter top. Cut into bars with a knife or a
cookie cutter. Place on greased baking
sheets and bake at 350 degrees for about 25
minutes, until golden brown. Makes 40 .

Eating Healthy This Christmas

WHAT YOU NEED:

Three inch long tear drop

" Christmas Cookie Recipe*
by Nick Filomeno and MireyaRomo, 5th

I NGREDIENTS:

1/2 Ib. butter, softened
2 cups brown sugar
Grated rind of 1 lemon
2egos
4 cups flour
1 tsp. baking powder
1 tbsp. Cinnamon
1 tsp. nutmeg
1/4 tsp. Cardamom
1/4 cup blanched,

slivered almonds

2 to 4 thsp. milk

2.Break apart the pretzels to make the
antlers and then

put them together on the top of the head.
Next add little dots of frosting. Use
M&M for eyes

and red hots for Rudolph’s nose.

By Ashley Parenti and Manuel Ayda, 5th

Instead of eating high fatty foods
this Christmasyou should eat |ow
fat and healthy foods.

TRY:

TRY:

| ChristmasFruit Bars |
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1 pkg of Betty crocker date bar mix
2/3 cup of hot water

3 eggs

Y4 cups of flour

Y baking powder

2 tablespoons light molasses
1 tsp cinnamon

Y4 tsp nutmeg

Ya tsp alspice

1 cup chopped nuts

1 cup raisins

1 cup red/green candied cherries

Heat oven to 325 Fahrenheit. Grease and
flour 9 x 5 x 3 loaf pan. Combine date bar
mix and water until crumbly. Add eggs, flour,
baking powder, molasses and spices. Fold nut
and cherries ;pour into pan bake 80 minuets
or until toothpick comes out clean.

Winter Fashion What is
“HOT” This Season

by Rosario Luna and
AdrianaVillagomez, 7th

Military-Style Jackets: better with a
tailored fit, big buttons and lapels

Belted Wrap Sweaters : better to wear them
with jeans, a skirt or by themselves

Lace and Ruffles: it looks better with a
sheer blouse, a line of ruffles down the
center, but keep the rest of your outfit
simple

Shoes: flat boots remember to to pick a
pair that extends past your calf

Velvet: fabric that is great for the winter
holidays.

Colors: a blck outfit with other bright
colors is always great for the holidays.
Blues, burnt oranges, dark amethyst and
plum ,purples, olive and emerald greens and
rich browns are great colors for this season.
Accessories : for the neck big long
necklaces can be a great accessory for your
ears longer, thinner earrings and bold
hoops are the best.

1 % cups flour

1 teaspoon baking powder
Y4 teaspoon salt

1 Y% cup rolled oats

1 cup brown sugar

¥4 cup margin

¥4 cup fruit preservers

Stir dry ingredients together. Stir in oats and
sugar, cut in butter until crumbly. Pat Y2
crumbs in 11 x 7 pan. Spread with preserves
top with crumbs. Bake 375 Fahrenheit for
35 minuets,makes 21/2 dozen.

TRY:

Preheat oven to 375
Fahrenheit, beat eggs, sugar
and salt. Add butter, syrup,
and mix in pecans. Bake

3 large eggs 40-45 minuets in pie shell.

2/3 cup sugar

14 teaspoon salt

%% cup melted butter

1 cup light corn syrup
1 cup pecans

1 unbaked 9in pie shell

K.B Toyswvs. Toy’'sR’ US

by CuitlaAlaniz and Sasha Contreras, 5th

It was 5 days before Christmas. Toys R’
US was across the street from K.B Toys.
It was a tough competition. The best one
was the one with the most customers and
the most satisfaction. Toys R’ US sold
the new Playstation 3. K.B Toys sold the
new Nintendo WII. K.B toys Sold up to
89% of the toys. Toys R’ US also sold
89% of the toys. Who would win? It
would be hard to tell Early in the morning
people rushed to their favorite stores to
buy Christmas presents for their children.
Half of the customers went to Toys R’
US and the other half went to K.B Toys.
Managers at both stores compared their
sales but there was no winner. It was a
tie.

2006 Movie Reviews

by Blanca Saldivar and
Zachary VonRyan, 5th

Happy Feet- In Antarctica nobody knows
how to sing, which is bad news for Mumble
who is the worst singer in the world. But he
sure can tap dance. Mumble's mom, Norma
Jean, thinks his dancing is cute, but his dad,
Memphis, says it “just a penguin.” Any
way they both know that, without a
“heartsong,” Mumble may never find true
love. His one friend, Gloria, happens to be
the best singer around, and the two were
friends since the moment they hatched
from their eggs.

Superman Returns- When Superman returns
to earth he finds that his love Lois Lane,
has moved on with her life. Meanwhile, the
Man of Steel’s, Lex Luthor, is ready to
plan something that Superman powers can

take.

The Pursuit Of Happyness- Based on the
life of Chris Gardner, a millionaire, the
actor Will Smith is a man who finds
himself jobless and homeless at age 30,
living in a San Francisco train station with
his son. Then he finds work as a trainee at
a brokerage and becomes a partner and

owner of his own Chicago-based firm.

TRY:

Claus Cranberry Punch

2 cups of cranberries
2 cups water
1 cup sugar

Cook to pulp and strain. When cooled add
the following:

juice of 3 lemons

juice of 1 lime

1 quart gingerale

red and green cherries

this serves 6-8

A Beardless Santa
by AlexisMurillo & Jesus Garcia,5th

Santa Claus without a beard

would look like awhole different Santa.
He wouldn't deliver presents he would not
have adisguise. He would not be consid-
ered as Santa Claus. People and Santa's
reindeer wouldn't notice him at all unless
he had his beard. Mrs. Claus wouldn't like
him anymore without his beard because
he's always been known as the big man
with the beard. Elves would not work for
Santa anymore. It would be atotal
disaster. It would be a different world.
Christmas wouldn't be as fun anymore and
our liveswould be different.

Whiteor Green Trees?
by Alyssa Hudik, 7th

Every year we all get ready to
put up al the decorations for Christmas;
wreathes, lights, Santa, etc. But one of the
most important decorations for this
holiday season is the Christmas tree.
People all over the world put up this
special ornamentation which can be either
real or artifical and comes in an abundance
of colors. Most popular would probably be
green or white. But how many people
really like white christmas trees better than
the original green one? | took a survey of
15 people and here are the results:

White: 6 people Green: 9 people 3



Mr. Rau Adds Humor to Christmas Play
by Bobby Tokarz, Jake Healy, and Mike L ockbaum, 8th

The Christmas play this year will focus
on laughter more then amoral. A lot of
the script was written to make the
audiencelaugh. Thesilly wording and
acting will be sure to make peopl e laugh.
The 8th grade has been practicing every
week to make this play seem and look as
funny asit is. Everyoneisreally putting
agood effort into this play to make the
audience happy. There are parts for

everyone and even thelittlekidsarein it
too. This play should definitely not bore
the audience one bit. The play won't be
al that long, but it won't be too short
either. Thereaders are doing an excellent
job reading and the actors are good at
remembering the lines. Be sure to watch
this play because it will be anight to

remember.

P ck Haystation3 Over

by Grlos Hr nandez and Josh K el sner, th

Haystati on3 and N ntendo
Wi are the best systens you can get for
Gristnas. The PS3 is around 600. 00
dd lars and the Wi is around 250. 00
dd lars. The PS3 has a vire ess cotrd
and the wd e systemi s bl ack. The nast
expensi ve one they have ha ds 60 @
The chegpest one hdds (ppto 20 @ It
hes B ue Technd ogy thet is the best nast
clearest DDthat you can find You can
dsowetheinens. Adit hes
sonething pretty coo for whoever has a
PPyoucanpugit inasacotrdler.
Asoif you nake any novenent wth the
cotrd for exanpleinaarp ane gane
you nove the contra down and the
airplane wll go down. Vien you have to
turn the gane on you j ust have to touch

PSP vs. 06

by Jesse Poul sen and
Mrcel a Ranirez, 5th

The DS has very good graphi cs but
snal | ganes and very little of them
are nanufactured. Bt the PSP has
the best graphics and the best ganes
for it has about a thousand ganes and
novi es. Thousands of kids vant this
newtechnol ogy and si nce Qi st nas
iscomngit isonhaf thekidsin
Americes wsh list. Mst kids want
the PP but the parents go wth the
[B because it nuch cheaper. Many of
the ki ds agree that the P3P ki cks huitt.
About 99%f the kids want the PSP.

N ntendo Wi

itadit wil tunon Al video ganes are
bueray axdlok ver ydear. This gane
systemis about as good as an HD TV.
Nowt hese gane systens are very hard
to get soyau better hur ry up. You cart
go wong on buyi ng soneone a
Raysation3. The ganes that are sald for
these systens are very expensi ve but at
the end peod e say they are varthiit.
These gane systens al so support the HD
TVsoif you have bath of these conti ned
you cart red |y ask for anything e se on
your Qristnas list. Reopl e have been
seengang crazy for thisad mat so
nuch for the N ntendo Wi .

by Anthony Forte, AlexisHinojosaand
HumbertoGamboa, 6th

The Nintendo Wii is the newest
Nintendo system of seven systems. The
Wii is currently competing with X-box
360 and Playstation 3. Wii iswhite and
has a white controller. Black and blue
are coming soon. Wii can have up to
only four playersat onetime. It is
about eight and a half inches tall and
six inches wide. It also has a wireless
communication with the Internet and
with the Nintendo DS.

The Wii has many accessories includ-
ing a wireless controller known as the
Wii mote, a nunchuck, a charger, and a
memory card.

Expensive Things That Don't Work

by MoiraBonadonna, Michelle Perez, DionnaMantuccaand Cesar Bejar, 6th

Expensive things that don't
work. Would you like to buy something
that doesn't work? We didn't think so.
Take PS3 for example, everyone wants
it, it costs over $1,000.00 (on ebay), so
why would everyonewant it? What if
you bought it and it turned out that it
really didn't work? Even if your kids
are badgering you about it you
shouldn't givein. Be strong.

Some PS3's are deffective. We've heard
and looked up for ourselves that the
new consul is deffective. The Blu-Ray
driveis not built in right and the
memory isnot what it’s cracked up to
be. Also there is two different kinds of
Ps3's, there'sa coredrive and the
special one that has the big memory,
blu-ray drive,and dvd. The diferenceis
the price and the special qualities, the
pricefor the coreisabout $350.00 but

the special one is $600.00.

The Nintendo Wii is another wish on
the wishlist. This is another thing that
we feel does not work. Again we looked
it up for ourselves and it seems that
the Wii has some deffects. When the
Wii gets upgradesit tends to mess up
the consul. What we mean by upgrades
istheinternet and game downloads. A
lot of people wanted to get the internet
because the makers said that the Wii
would include the internet and it does
but you must download the websites.

Have you heard of the Zune? Well the
Zuneisnew and it's popular. Asyou
might of heard, the Zune does not work
on Vista. Also the Zune will only run
on Windows XP. Many companies have
heard of miscalculated functions of the

Top Technology

by Monica Saavedra and
Sean Faron, 5th

TheTOP SELLING IPOD right
now isNano $90- $200. The
TOPSELLING gamesystem
right now isPlaystation3
$599.99. TheTOP SELLING
laptop is Compag N800 only for
$499.99. TheTOP SELLING
TV rightnowis LCD and
Plasmaat $2999.99. TheTOP
SELLING cdl phoneis
PalmTreo 700p at $399.99. The
TOP SEL L ING homecomputer
is Quad Core at $4895.00.

Penguins Caught
Break Dancing

by Dithson Rosa, Dalia Mendoza, Jessica
Keidel, AndreaMireles, Dominic Bruno,

and Esmeralda Vazquez, 6th

Researchersin the Antartic
studied penguins and have discovered a
penguin wonderland. They have found
malls, grocery stores, fast food places and
even dance clubs! When the researchers
went inside the dance club they found
break dancing penguins. Shocked
researchers ended up in the Penguin
Hospital. Researchers repeatedly passed
out due to nurse and doctor penguins
attending to them. They decided to make
adeal with the penguins. The break
dancing penguins would haveto compete
on Dancing With The Stars. In return the
humans would be ableto |eave penguin
wonderland. Little did they know that the
penguins were going to | et the humans go
in peace anyway.

CHECE [T OUTE

= [T 5

Zune which have the makers of the
Zune worried. So if someone has asked
you for the Zune it’s better not to risk
your money. The highest Zune listed
on ebay iscurrently $515.00.

Other than misfunctions on the Zune
it works perectly fine for a half or
mor e satisfied customers!

We are sure you are all aware of the
newest Plasma TV. Many people have
bought thiskind of T.V but there have
been many unsatisfied customers.
Many have said that the Plasma T.V
has had some misfunctions and others
have said that it has not been lasting
long enough. Plasma T.V's are power
hungry because of the high voltages

4



TI PS ON CHRI STMAS

LI GHTI NG by, J&ke Brown,
Raquel Al nazan and
Brandon Marcial, 6th

Qignaly, Cristnas
lights were used in Germany in
the hormes of only the very
wealthy as long ago as the 17th
century. They were candl es, but
now t hey are rmuch nuch nore

conpl i cat ed.

Here are some tips on
lighting up your Christnas.

*Never hang your lights on
sharp obj ects.

*Uhpl ug the Christmas |ight

bul bs when | eaving the house,
when retiring for the night, or if
the Qristnas tree lights are | eft
unat t ended.

*Do not puncture the insul ation
of the holiday light sets wth

staples or nails.

*To reduce the risk of fire or

el ectrical shock do not nount or
support the Gristnas tree lights
in a nmanner that can cut or

danage the light sets.

*Do not cl ose your doors or

wi ndows on the Christmas
holiday lights or extension cords
as this may damage the wire
insul ation.

*To reduce the risk of

over heating, replace any burned
out light bulbs pronptly. Wse the
proper Christnmas holiday |ight
bulbs with like volt and wattage
repl acenent |ight bul bs.

*Al ways unpl ug your Christnas
holiday lights before installing or
replacing the Christnas |ight

bul bs.

* Renove the fuses carefully. To
avoid the risk of fire replace the
bl own out fuses with like anp
and volt fuses that were
provided with the Christnas
ligts.

Sart at the top of the
Christnas tree and work your
way down. If you are lighting an
artificial Gristnas tree that isin
sections you can stop lighting at
the end of each section so you
wll not have to take the lights off
the tree. Just unplug each
section after Christnas and store

your tree.

Traditional
Christmas Food
For Different

Cultures
by Gabriela A. Zaragoza and
Alyssa Hudik, 7th

There are a lot of different cultures that
celebrate Christmas and that have their
own traditional Christmas dinner. Most of
the Mexican culture make tamales as one
dish for Christmas. It takes a lot of work
to make tamales especially when you make
them from scratch trust me | know. There
are different kinds of tamales. Christmas
cookies are one thing that almost every
culture eat. They usually make themin
different shapes. Sometime they are
shaped like gingerbread people. Kolachkes
are atype a cookie that have a jelly like
substance. The Czech culture usually
enjoys this dessert. A traditional Irish
Christmas dinner is Corned Beef and
Cabbage. They also have Christmas
pudding or better known as Plum Pudding.
The French have a traditional Christmas
cake called Buche De Noel. Buche De Noel
is like a chocolate mousse.

Fake Trees vs. Real

Trees

by AmandaVazquez and
Hannah Molina, 5th

We're not big fans of
real trees because we love nature
and wedon't likeusing real things. Fake
trees look the same asthe real trees but
they are different from each other. Redl
trees are made by nature and fake trees are
made of plastic.
They both look nice but you will know
the difference. When you have afake tree
all of thelittle needleswill not fall. But
when you have areal tree the needles will
fall. The fake trees can be any color but
thereal trees can only naturally be green.

Kissing Under the Mistletoe

by Martha Trevino and
Becky Arriola, 7th

The legend of the mistletoe is
that when two people come
under it at the same time they
must share a kiss. The legend is
based in eighteenth-century
England around Christmas time.
When a young lady would stand
under a mistletoe she could
not refuse a kiss. When kissed
it could mean a deep romance,
a lasting friendship, or
goodwill. But if a girl remains
unkissed she could not expect
to be married in the following
year. On the twelfth day the
mistletoe must be burned or
the girls that got kissed would
never marry. It is also said if
you place a mistletoe over a
baby’s cradle the child will
never be kidnapped. The
mistletoe’s name originally
meant “dung-on-a-twig”. In the
Celtic language, Mistletoe
means “All Heal”.

Today most mistletoe is
commercially harvested in
Texas, Oklahoma, and New
Mexico. Kissing under the
mistletoe is attributed to the
English who, after every kiss,
plucked a berry from the
bunch and discarded it. When
the berries were gone,
tradition called for the kissing
to stop. So even if the original
meaning of the mistletoe has
been long forgotten, the
custom of exchanging a kiss
under the mistletoe can still be
found in many European

countries as well as in Canada.

Hw Sudents Prepare For Jesus

by Bianca Pastur czak and JazmineNapoles, 7th

Mrs. Zahrobsky-PreKindergarten 3

The preschool has hung
up a nanger outside their room on
the 1st floor. They have read
stories about baby Jesus, and wll

nake nangers to take hone.

Mrs.O'Malley/Mrs. Ocampo-Grade?2

In second grade they put
up a manger scene and an Advent
weath. They have discussed the
nmeani ng of Advent and are

nmaki ng an Advent bookl et .

All 1 ReaIIy Want.......by Arnold Martinez, 7th

Qe gift that everyone woul d
like in ny opinion is the ipod
nano. The ipod nano is ligt
and snall and easy to use.
They come in many colors and $499.99 and the 60GB for
you could buy a 2@ 4@
or 88 The ipod nano coul d
You coul d
also downl oad pictures and

hol d 2000 songs.

nor e.

The next gft is the
RAaystation3 the nost wanted
gft for Gristnas. The P3
has two systens; the 20 for

technology which is clearer and
better than high definition TV
It dso hes an interngt
connection. PS3 is the nost
cool est conputer systemthat is

$599.99. The PS3 has blue ray

Sr. Bernadette-Third Grade

Gade 3 is preparing for
the birth of Jesus by working in
their Advent bookliet. In this
bookl et they have an Advent
Gl endar, a Jesse Tree to nake, a
letter to Jesus, puzzles, and other
activities to remind themof the
real reason for Qristnas. Brery
veek they read the gospel for the
coning Sunday and conplete an
activity worksheet that hel ps them
understand the neaning of the

good news of the gospel.

out there to enjoy. The PS3 has a
conoi nation of cell processors that
incresse the payability ad
rechargesble wreless contrdlers.

Last is the Nntendo wi. The wi is a
gane system that your body novenent
controls your character in the gane

The Wi is for dl ages ad is retaling
for $249.99. 5



ChiCago Bears ready for Playoffs
by VinceCerdaand Rafael Sierra, 7th

The Chicago Bears are
heading straight towards the Super
Bowl playoffs! They have a great
record with 11 wins and 2 losses. Brian
Urlacher is helping lead the defense to
stop anything in their path. They have
just recently clinched their division.
So they are already guaranteed to play
in the playoffs. There has been a lot of
talk about Rex Grossman, but aslong
as the Bears keep up the good work he

should be fine throughout the season.
So far one of the biggest obstaclesis
the Indianapolis Colts and the San
Diego Chargers. But all of us believe
that the Bears will pull through and
defeat them no matter what. The
Minnesota Vikings tried to make a
come back in our division but fortu-
nately the Bears stopped them in their
tracks and now they're heading
straight to the Super Bowl.

Tony Romo V.S Drew Bledsoe

by Narcisse Roblesand Jacob Banda, 5th

Antonio Ramiro"Tony Romo"is the current starting
quarterback for the National Football League's Dallas
Cowboys. He replaced Drew Bledsoe in week 8 in the
2006 season. Romo was signed by the Cowboys
under the advice of Sean Payton. Romo hung around
as aquarterback after Quincy Carter wasreleased. The
Cowboys signed veteran quarterback Drew Bledsoe,
the 8th starting quarterback of the Cowboys since

2000.

In 2006 pre-season, had one of the best gamesin his
career against the Seattle Seahawks. Romo's perfor-
mance had many experts wondering Romo'stime to

replace Bledsoe as the quarterback.

Pros and Cons of Eggnog
by Jamieson J. Carreon and
Daniel E. Uphues, 7th

Pros:

Well | don't know much about
eggnog, but | really don't likeit so |
will Google it. Many believe that
eggnog is a tradition that was brought
to America from Europe. Eggnog isone
of those holiday traditions that is
either hated or cherished. Some love
the foamy, milky substance. It brings
back fond memories of Christmas by
the firelight and real Christmas trees.

Bledsoe

Cons:

Since eggnog is made with
raw eggs you can get Salmonella. It
has a lot of calories. Thereis1in
10,000 chance it has harmful bacteria
in it. You can get food poisoning. It has
milk so if you're lactose intolerant
you shouldn't drink it.

Rap Vs. Rock: When WorldsCollide
by Frank Jourigeand SteveClaudio, 6th

TheHistory of Rap

For years people have been
fighting over whats better Rock or Rap.
Rap originated in the late 70s and
early 80sit first started out with DJ's.
They created the scratch which gave
hip hop itsbeat. At first hip hop was
not rap it was ssimply Disco except
more hyped up. Mainly, rappers got
into the business to start a “ better
life”. Rap does not involve the use of
musical instruments. Rapping is
basically talking about problems and
life matters that are not easy to solve.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!!

TheHistory of Rock

Rock, originally. Rock 'n’
Roll, was started in 1955 by Chuck
Berry. Rock is most famousin Europe,
mainly British rock. As the years went
on, rock began to change, and became
mor e louder, tougher, with better
instruments, such as the key board,
and the snaredrum, etc. Rock isa
guitar, the drums, a lead singer, a bass,
and sometimes a keyboard. It is still
favored by many Americanstoday.

Christmas Cultures

by Rosemary Benjamin, 7th

Belgium l_l

On December 6th Saint Nicholasis
celebrated, whichisan entirely different
holiday from Christmas. In Belgium,
Santa Clausis called de Kerstman or le
Pére Noél and he does come around on
Christmas day to bring children presents.
Small family presents are given at
Christmas too, under the tree, or in
stockings near the fire-place, to be found
in the morning. Christmas breakfast in
Belgiumisaspecial sweet bread called
‘cougnou’ or ‘cougnolle’ - the shapeis
supposed to be like baby Jesus.

Brazil

Father Christmasis called Papai Noel.
Many customs of Christmas are like some
customs of the USA or UK. For the
people who have enough money, a special
Christmas dinner would be chicken,
turkey, ham, rice, salad, pork, fresh and
dried fruits, often with beer. Poorer

people will just have chicken and rice.

Finland ™=

Finnish people believe that Santa Claus
livesin the north part of Finland called
Korvatunturi. People from al over the
world send Santa Claus |ettersin Finland.
Everyone cleans their houses to get ready
for the three holy days- Christmas Eve,
Christmas Day, and Boxing Day.
Christmas Eve is very special, when
people eat rice porridge and plum fruit
juicein the morning. They will then
decorate a spruce tree in the home. At
mid-day, the ‘ peace of Christmas' is
broadcast on radio and TV from the
Finnish city of Turku by its Mayor. In
the evening, atraditional Christmasdinner

is eaten.

. [
LaVIa o
Latvians believe that Santa Claus brings
presents on each of the 12 days of
Christmas. Usually the presents are put

under the family Christmas tree. It wasin
Lativia that the first Christmas tree was

decorated.

When Worlds Collide

Rock and Rap have had many
polls on the Internet, and it seemed
that rock had many more votes than
rap. But that does not mean Rap has
lost.



